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Introduction

Effecting Academic Wiriting is a three-book seres intended to usher students into
the world of academic writing, The goal of the sedes is o provide students and their
teachers with a practical and efficient approach to leaming the skills, strategies, and
knowledge that are necessary for succeeding in content coursework. A parallel goal
is to provide opportunities for students 1o explore their opinions, discuss their ideas,
and share their experiences through written communication. By guiding budding
writers through the experience of composing various types of short papers, we hope
to provide students with the tools and the confidence necessary for college success,

The Short Essay

Book 2 of Effective Academic Writing, The Short Essay, introduces students at the
intermediate level 1o three- and four-paragraph essays. The first unit provides a
thorough review of paragraph structure and mechanics to consolidite knowledge
before moving on to more extended writing. Each of the following five units then
addresses a particular rhetorical mode and provides user-friendly guidance o
mastering the form. The book also offers numerous opportunities for practicing
relevant language points,

All language presentations and practice are correlated o Grammar Sense 2.

Book 2 contains several features designed o suppon students in developing the

skills that they need for college writing:

* Each unit contains an adapted authentic text 1o provide ideas and context for the
assignment.

» At strategic points in the unit, students read and analyze authentic student essays
1o see how other students have written on the same or similar topics,

» Each unit contains concise and effective language presentations designed 1o
develop students’ understanding of thetorical modes, and 1o improve their
grammatical accuracy.

» Each unit offers useful writing outlines so that students can learn 1o plan and w
structure: their writing,

= Fach unit offers collaborative learing activities allowing students 1o work
together and share ideas.

» At relevant points in the unit, editing exercises and editing checklists are provided
50 that students can refine their writing,

» Timed writing activities come at the close of each unit 1o prepare students for in-
class writing,

* A series of learner-friendly appendices are provided at the back of the book 1o
encourige student independence. A glossary of common grammar terms for
student reference is included.

Introduction il
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Unit Organization

Each unit introduces a theme and 4 writing task and then guides the writer through
a five-pant process of gathering ideas, organizing an outline, drafting, revising, and
editing, As students write, they practice specific skills and put language knowledge
to work 1o produce a shont paper that follows academic conventions. The thetorical
and language-related goals of the unit are identified on the opener page.

Part 1

Part 1 opens with an image or 4 quote to spark interest as students begin thinking
about the topic. This is followed by a shont passage adapted from an authentic

text. Students answer questions about the passage that will help them connect the-
writer's ideas 1o their own knowledge and experience. They then move on to a free-
writing activity, an unstructured writing task in which they can explore the wpic
without worrying about organization or grammar,

Part 2

In Pant 2 students are introduced to a specific rhetorical mode. They begin by
brainstorming ideas and vocabulary that they will use to write their essay. They then
learn about thetorical organizational features and read and analyze a student essay.
Finally, students produce an outline for the essay they will write later in the unit.

Part 3

In Part 3 students develop the ideas from their outline and produce a first draft.
This pan opens with a second student essay for students 1o analyze, As they answer
questions about the second student model, students review the organizational
features learned in Pan 2. They are then introduced to specific, level-appropriate
language points that will help students shape and structure their writing, Students
now write their first dhraft and, using a peer-review checklist, check each ather's
writing for organization and clarity of ideas.

Part4

In Part 4 students edit their writing and produce a final draft. This part focuses

on particular grammar trouble spots relevant to the theme and the rhetorical siyle
presented in the unit. Following the concise language presentation, students complete
practice exercises 10 help them develop thelr grammar skills and build confidence.
The last exercise always focuses on accuracy and involves editing a piece of writing,
Students then move on to editing their own writing, and producing a final drafi.

Part5

The final pant of the unit is titled *Putting It All Together.” This is the summary

of the other parts of the unit. Through a series of skill excrcises, students review
the points covered in Parts 1—. They are then given the opponunity 1o write a
timed essay using a similar thetorical focus, but on a different topic. Guidelines
for using their time efficiently are suggested, This part also provides students with
a comprehensive checklist to review what they have written. The unit closes with
suggested tasks for future writing,

Introduction
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Unit Goals

~ Rhetorical focus:

* paragraph structure

. * unity and coherence in a paragraph

: * the paragraph and short essay

B » short essay organization b=
: Language focus:

= simple and compound sentences
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The reason one writes isn't the fact be I write entively to ffnd ot what 'm
wanls o sy sometbing. He wrifes thdnleing, wbat P Incieing at, wiat |
because be bas something lo say. see ana what it means, Wheat I siant

— F. Scoit Fitegerakd and what | fear:
— Joan Didion

A. Read the quotes about writing. Why did these professional writers
write? Do you share their feclings in any way?

B. Now discuss the quotes in small groups. Make notes about your
feelings on writing. As a group, present your views on writing,

Rhetorical Focus

2

Review of Paragraph Structure

A paragraph is a group of sentences about 4 topic. A typical

paragraph begins with a topic sentence, which introduces the topic.
The supporting sentences that follow support the idea in the topic
sentence with explanations, reasons, and other details. The concluding
sentence brings the paragraph to an end,

Formatting a Paragraph
* Leave one-inch margins on the left and right side of the page.

* Indent the first sentence. The rest of the sentences follow each other,
so that the paragraph looks like a square with a linde space taken our
af the cormer,

s Double-space your paragraph.

Upit 1: Paragraph to Short Essay



I Identifying the elements of a student paragraph
A. Read the paragraph. Then label the formatting elements of the

paragraph. Use the words in the box.

a. double spacing b. margin ¢ indent

i _ <]

The Ice-Man

—> Whenever [ remember my experience in the Mexican Air Force,

I think of my flight instructor because he taught me how 1o fly a
2 This was a positive characteristic because he had to teach students

"ﬂn big mistake while we were flying in the clouds. Most instructors
would take control and fix the situation, but not Ice-Man. He just

confidence in my abilities. 1 will always remember his quiet, clear

voice and the black aviator glasses that he wore. He was a special

thank him for helping me to realize my dream of flying solo and
becoming a real pilotL

fighter jet. His nickname was lce-Man, because he was always calm.

not to panic in & dangerous situation. For example, one time, | made

gave instructions to fix the problem. I corrected the mistake and got

person in my life, and [ hope that someday 1 can see him again and

B. Answer the questioms about the paragraph above. Give reasons for

YOour answers.

1. Circle the topic sentence. Does the topic sentence help you understand what the

paragraph will be about?

2. How many supporting sentences does the paragraph have? Underline them.

3. Do all the supporting sentences relate 1o the opic sentence?

4. Circle the concluding sentence. Does the concluding sentence make the

paragraph feel finished?

Par 1

3



[Bigiié2) Reading a student paragraph

Read the paragraph. What is the risk that the boy takes?

The Coconut Tree

When | was a boy and first learning about the world, 1 took a big
risk. I was playing in the yard outside of my family’s house with my
friends. It was a hot day, and we were resting in the shady side of our
house. One of my friends dared me to climb the coconut tree in our
yard, | looked at the tree. It was mature and very tall, but a litle bit
curved. I had seen men climbing these trees, and it looked easy, but I
had never tried before, 1 wanted to show my courage, so 1 said 1 would.
The tree was scratchy, but I found places for my feet and hands and
soon I was near the top. But then the tree began to move in the breeze.
Suddenly | fell. There was a great pain in my arm. My friends ran to
tell my mother who took me to the hospital. 1 had a broken arm, and
one of my ribs was broken. 1 felt bad for a long time after that. And the
worst part was that every day I had to walk past the coconut tree and
remember my foolish risk.

UExercised’. Analyzing the student paragraph

A. Answer the questions about the paragraph above.

1. Underline the topic sentence. Is it the first or second sentence?
2, Is the first sentence indented?
3. How many supponing sentences are there? Which are they?

4, Circle the concluding sentence.

B. Respond to the paragraph by answering the following questions.

1. Where was the writer?

2. Who was he with?

3, What was the consequence of the risk he took?

4, Have you ever done something risky? What?

4 Unit 1: Paragraph to Short Essay



Rhetorical Focus

mmmmammm A successful

topic sentence has the following features:

= |t introduces the topic, or what the paragraph will be abour. It also
contains an idea or opinion about the topic. This idea is called a
controlling idea about the wpic.

[ topic | | controlling idea |
Certain types of insects can benefit a garden.

* The topic sentence must not be a simple fact or detail. Instead, it
must contain a specific ideu. The idea or opinion must not be o
general, or the topic sentence will be unclear.

‘I‘hu:um approximately 4,000 chemicals in cigarette smoke. (fact, not
smmgjshau fidea too general for a topic sentence)
mmmahﬂhﬁHMMﬁﬁﬁmmm

-mmmmmﬁﬁmmymmdwd
1mamph.liﬂmkmthe second sentence.

mmm:ﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁmmmgﬂﬁmmmﬂmmamm

'mmplcmhmﬂlﬁthcpurptﬁeuﬁhemmgmph to explain,
‘narrate, compare, describe, tell cause or effect, demonstrate or urgue,
qﬂmina.w
My sister’s personality is completely different from mine. (shows comparison)
Smoking resuwlts in thousands of smoking-related deaths each year,

(tells cause and effect)

iBercised” Identifying topics and controlling ideas

Circle the topic and underline the controlling idea in the topic
sentences below,

1
Z
k]

5.

]

:I,T|'|t- prnting Sfarey ..'ill‘_l'."h!}':lh}' Vincent Van Gogh is fascinating in miny ways

My hirst driving lesson was @ chisaster

The process of getting a diver's Hoense has sevenl steps

My ability o speak English has changed my life in several importint ways
Some compuer games involve the player m physical activin

Cloudy weather atfects cenain people in negative ways

Iart 1
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Identifying purpose in topic sentences

Identify the purpose of the paragraph that follows logically from each
topic sentence below.

1.

Almost anyone can get 2 good grade if they follow these instructions.

a4, express an opinion b, {E-:I! sleps in a pmm} €. narraie a story
There are three major causes of obesity in children.

4. compare two subjects b, explain causes / effeas ¢ describe a topic

I will always remember a fishing trip that 1 took with my father when [ was
12 years old.

4, compare two subjects b, explain causes / effects ¢ narrate a story
1 believe that students should net own credit cards.

a. tell steps ina process b, explain causes / effects ¢ express an opinion

Owls are different from hawks in several significant ways.
a. compare two subjects b, describe a topic C. express an opinion
. My dog, Sparky, is my best friend.

a el steps in a process b, describe a subject €. NArmale a siory

Predicting paragraphs from controlling ideas

Circle the topic and underline the controlling idea of each topic
sentence below. Then with a partner, predict what the rest of the

paragraph will discuss.
1. ﬂmmigmﬁng i3 the United States from wwmwmm

Prediction: _A narrative about the writer's parents’ journey from Vietnam
totha US.

. Cell phones should not be allowed in classrooms For several reasons,

Prediction:

. Canciin Restaurant has the best seafood in town,

Prediction :

. Training for the marathon is a complicated process,

Prediction:

. Taking the TOEFL is a hardship for many students,

Prediction:

6 Unit 1: Paragraph to Short Essay



MBS 1dentifying effective topic sentences

Read each pair of sentences. Write TS next to the sentence that is more
effective, Be prepared to explain your choice.

1. I5_ a. An English-English dictionary is the best choice for English learners.

4

e —

b.
i

b.

Many English leamners use dictionaries.

The grains of rice should not stick together,

Persian rice is only considered authentic if it is made in the
following way.

The Internet has changed the way studenis do research for
Lerm papers.

. The Internet is changing studems” lives,

A college degree s important.

- Having a college degree has many positive effects on a person's life.

|BERisE 8 Writing effective topic sentences

A. Rewrite each topic sentence so it has both a topic and a controlling idea.
Write the revised topic sentence in the left-hand column of the chart.
The first one is done for you.

1. Topic Sentence: | have an older brother,

Rewvised topic sentance: Topic: My older brother
My older brother is a =——
great soccer player. Controlling idea: is & great soccer player.

This paragraph will be about: why he s a great
soccer player. For example, maybe he has a
lot of stamina. He might be good at passing
the ball. Or he might be a very effective team
player.

2. Topic Sentence: Many students eat a lot of fast food.

Revised topic sentence: Topic:

Contralling idea:

This paragraph will be about:

Pan 1

7



3. Topic Sentence: There is a beach near my house,

Revised topic sentence: Topic:

Controlling idea:

This paragraph will be about;

4, Topic Sentence: Many leenagers po shopping.

Revised topic sentence: Topic:

Controlling idea:

This paragraph will be about:

5. Topic Sentence: Hurricanes hit Florida every vear.

Revised topic sentence: Topic:

Controlling idea:

This paragraph will be about;

B. Now exchange books with a partner. Read each revised topic sentence,
and write its topic and controlling idea in the right-hand column of
the chart. Then write what you think the paragraph will be about.
When you have finished, discuss with your partner.

* learn about paragraph unity and coherence.

8 Unit 1: Paragraph to Short Essay



Rhetorical Focus

BN Reading a student paragraph

Read the paragraph. What is the talent of each of the three family
members described in the paragraph?

Stories of Nepal

My mother grew up in a creative and interesting family in Nepal.
Her father was an astronomer who worked for the King of Nepal. Very
often he would take her o work with him so she could look through
a teli:su:npe and see the planets and stars. Then she would play in the
planetarium until her older brother came to pick her up. On the walk
home, her brother would tell her stories. Sometimes he would point
to someone on the street or standing in a doorway and tell her that
the stranger was a magician or a time-traveler and begin a new story
about the person. My grandmother was also interesting, She liked to
paint portraits of children. She painted many beautiful portraits of my
maother and her cat, Sani, although my mother said it was difficult 1o

a2 9



sit still. After my mother left Nepal, she studied computer
programming in Wisconsin. I love to remember my mother's stories,
and now I enjoy telling my own daughter about her grandmother’s life
in Nepal.

UExercise 2’| Analyzing the student paragraph for unity

Exmtnellﬂﬂtgﬂnluﬁonﬂflhtwphb?imﬂmquﬂﬂnm
below. Then compare your answers with a partner.

1. Underline the topic sentence, Ts it the first or second sentence?
2. Write the controlling idea from the topic sentence in your own words.

3. One sentence in the paragraph is irrelevant. Draw a line through i,
4. Why is the sentence irrelevant? Write your explanation below:

Recognizing unity in supporting sentences

Read the following topic sentences. Put a check () next to each

sentence below that supports the topic sentence.

L. There are several reasons why online courses are increasing in popularity.
¥ a. Online courses are Aexible in terms of time,

b. Online courses have been available since the 1990s,

¥ _ ¢ Online courses are more convenient for students who live far away
from the campus.

2, Childhood diabetes has many possible causes.
a. Obesity is a major cause of diabetes,
Iv. Children who ear too much sugar can get diabetes,

c. Children with diabetes need constant medical care,
3. The best way to reduce traffic in our dry is 1o build a metro subway system,

a. Pollution is very bad in our city.

Widening the freeways has not solved the problem of traffic
congestion,

b,

c. A metro subway system would encourage people to take public
trinsportation o work,

10 Unit 1: Paragraph to Short Essay



4. lam afraid of dogs because | had a scary experience with one when | was ten
a. My children are not allowed to have a pet dog.

b, My neighbor owned a collie dog that ran around the neighborhood
without a leash.

c. The dog bit me.
5. Scenic Beach is my favorite picnic spot because of its beauty,

— . Ivisa guiet narrow beach covered with oyster shells,
b. One time [ had an interesting experience there.

— ©. The Olympic Moumains rise straight up out of the water on the
othier side of the channel.

6, Train stations are interesting places to visit.

a. The architecture of each train station is often connecied o the
history of a oy,

b. The passengers are frequently more interesting to watch than other
types of travelers,

€. Trains are a good alernative for people who are afraid of flying,
7. The world of dinosaurs is very familiar 1o the genemal population.

_a. Scientists believe thar the birds of today are descended from
dhinosauirs,

— b. Every year, new movies and TV shows abour dinosaurs are
produced,

— ¢ Children study dinosaurs and play with dinosaur toys from an
carly age.

[BEEEEEL Editing for unity

Read the paragraph. Draw a line through the sentences that are
irrelevant. The first one is done for you. Find three more.

I love to watch the pelicans in Galveston. | usually go in the winter.
see-mny-peopte-on-the-beach: Pelicans are not elegant, but they are
interesting to watch. They remind me of prehistoric birds from my
school textbook on dinosaurs, | studied dinosaurs a lot when 1 was
young, and T am very fond of them. The pelicans have large grayish-
brown wings that bemd sharply when they are flying, and their beaks
are long, so their faces look peculiar and old, My brother also really

Part2 11



likes pelicans. They are also graceful in their own way. A Mock of
pelicans will fly along the coastline just outside the waves, and when
they see a good fishing spot, they stop. then turn and dive straight
down into the water. Sometimes there is an oil rig or a cargo ship in
the water, too. Sometimes several pelicans will fish in the same spot
for a while before moving down the beach and away from sight.

\Exeicse 5" Developing unity

Write two or three supporting sentences for each of the following
topic sentences. Then exchange books with a partner and check your
pariner’'s seniences for unity.

1. Joining a spors wwam can provide many benefits,

2, My first day in my new school was full of surprises,

3. A road trip is the best way to see the United States,

4. Many people do not realize that packing a suitcase requires skill and planning.

12 Unit 1: Paragraph to Short Essay



Rhetorical Focus

UBESE6. Reading a student paragraph
Read the paragraph. How many rules does the writer give?

Important Rules for Acting On Stage

For people who would like to act in the theater, there are several
important rules to remember. One rule, often forgotten, is 1o make sure
you face your audience when you are on stage. If you turn away from
the audience, they cannot see your facial expressions. Next, make sure
that you speak loudly enough. If your audience has difficulty hearing
you, they will quickly lose interest. Another important point is to
memorize your lines, Rehearse them often—on the train, in the mirror,
while you are walking to class—so that you remember them. Finally,
perhaps the most important rule of all is to remain calm on stage if you
forget your lines. Don’t panic and stop speaking because the audience
will notice. Instead, make up something to say until you remember
your next line. As long as you continue speaking and appear relaxed,
the audience will probably not realize that you have made a mistake.
In conclusion, following these rules will help ensure a successful stage
performance.

Exercise 7.  Analyzing the student paragraph for coherence

Examine the organization of the paragraph by answering the questions
below. Then compare your answers with a partner.

L. Underline the topic sentence,

Part2 13



2. What should an actor doif he forgets his lines?

3. The writer uses order of imponance as a pattern of coherence, Do the ideas
move from more imponant to less important or less important 1o more
important?

[EXSiESE8 Reordering for coherence

Read the sentences from a narrative paragraph. Some of the sentences
are out of order. Number the sentences from 1-10 1o show logical time
order. Then compare your answers with a partner.

My Family hugged me and cried because | had been gone so long,

o F

=1

. 1 will never forget one day when [ had w travel alone on the subway.

I was pregnant, and T had to go to an appointment at the hospital.
. When my appointment ended, [ got on the subway to go home,
That was why my surroundings looked unfamiliar.

My appointment was at 1:00 pan.

Suddenly I looked up and did not know where [ was,

— h. T was exhavsted and fell asleep on my way home.,

—_i. Then | realized that 1 had fallen asleep.

— | I wook me five more hours 1o get back to my home.

TR oA RN

* learn about short essay structure and organization,
* practice writing a thesis statement.
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Froim PLesgraph t6-SHort Bss:

Rhetorical Focus

The Paragraph and the Short Essay

A short essay is longer than a paragraph, but like a paragraph it has
thriee basic pans: an inroduction, a body, and a conclusion.

* Introduction: the introductory paragriph is the first paragraph of 4
short essay. It comuins 4 wpic sentence and thesis stlement.

* Body paragraph: A short essay has at least one or two body
pamgriphs, These develop the idea presented in the introduction.

+ Conclusion: The concluding paragraph is the final paragraph and
sumrmaries the idea(s) presented in the shon essay,

Compare the stmilir ways that a paragraph and a short essay function,

Paragraph Short Essay

The topic senience stales —  The intraductory paragraph

the apic. states the topic.

The topic sentence states the =% The thesis stalement states

the controlling idew the controlling idea.

The supponting seniences of —  The body pamgmphs support

the paragraph support the the kdea in the thesls statement,

idea in the 1opic sentence. Each body pamagraph has a
topic sentence.

The concluding sentemce —+ The essay conclusion

summuarizes the idea in the summarizes the idea in the

topic senlence. thesis statement.
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MBS Comparing a paragraph and an essay

Read the paragraph and then the short essay. Which is more interesting?

Paragraph

Short Essay

My uncle Patricio is one of
the most interesting people in
my family, He is old and has
a wrinkled brown face. On his
arm, there is a tattoo. Patricio
has an intriguing history. He and
my mother were born in a small
village in the mountains. When
he was seventeen, he left home to
explore the world. Now he fixes
air conditioners in Los Angeles,
and during the winter months, he
sometimes comes to visit us and
play the accordion. 1 love spending
time with my uncle Patricio
because he has an interesting look
and a mysterious past. Someday,
I hope that he will tell me more
about his life.

My family is full of happy,
crazy, and talented people. My
aunt Margarita has a yard full
of orphaned pets. My brother
José is an expert tailor, and my
mother loves (o experiment in the
kitchen. However, | think the most
interesting is my mysterious uncle
Patricio.

Patricio is an elderly man now,

with white hair sticking up all -~ il 4

b —

body

over his head. Beneath his messy
hair, he has a wrinkled brown face
and powerful dark eyes that show
many emotions. Patricio is tall and
skinny, and he wears baggy pants
and a plaid shirt. He has a tattoo of
a heart on his arm. The heart has
the word Rosa written across it in
red and black letters, but he has

never told me who she is.

Patricio has an intriguing
history. He and my mother
wiere born in a small village in
the mountains. When he was
seventeen, he left home to explore
the world. On one trip, he went
to Siberia to look for gold. On
another trip, he went to Alaska
to work on a fishing boat. Now
he fixes air conditioners in Los
Angeles, and during the winter
months, he sometimes comes o
visit us and play the accordion,

I love spending time with
my uncle Patricio. He has an
interesting look and a sad and
mysterious past. He is also a
talented musician. Someday, | hope
that he will tell me about Rosa and
how he got the tattoo with

A

her name.
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BB Analyzing the paragraph and short essay
Answer the questions about the paragraph and short essay on page 16.

1. What information is included in the shor essay introduction that is not in the
topic sentence of the paragraph 7

2. Write the topic and controlling idea of body paragraph 1 in your own words.

3, What new details have been added to body paragraph 1 in the essay?

4. Write the topic and controlling idea of body paragraph 2 in your own words.

5. What additional details have been added 10 body paragraph 2 in the essay?

6. What information is included in the essay conclusion that is not in the
concluding sentence of the paragraph?

Rhetorical Focus

TRLING DA KOL CONG NGHEER TR HOM
GIAO TRINH GOC
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JEEEEE] Understanding thesis statements

A. Read the short essay. The thesis statement is missing. Choose the
best thesis statement from the list following the essay. Discuss your
choice with a partner.

Imagine having a job that fits your class schedule. You do not have
conflicts with studying because you only work at night and on the
weekends. In addition, you can work in a beautiful room with paintings
on the walls, candlelight, and beautiful music playing in the
background.

First, restaurant work is a great job for a student because the hours
are different. Most restaurants are busiest during the weekends in the
evening. Since students have to go to class during the week and during
the day, a restaurant job gives them time for class.

The second reason why restaurant work suits students is that the
student can eat at the restaurant, Students are short on time. They don’t
want to go shopping, cook, or clean up, so they need to get meals in a
hurry. It is perfect if they can eat at work.

Students can make money, eat, and still have time for class if they
work in a restaurant, For this reason, many eating places are staffed by
students. It's a great job for those who need to work while they are in
college.

4. A restaurant job is a convenient choice for a college student for several
TEasons.

b. Many restaurants hire college students.

c. A college student can make a lot of money working in an expensive
restaurant,
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B. Now read this short essay. The thesis statement is missing. Write a
thesis statement on the lines provided. Make sure your thesis states a
topic and a controlling idea. Compare your answer with a partner.

I have many wonderful memories of my childhood in El Salvador,
but I have one memory that still makes me shiver when [ think about
it. 1 lived with my grandmother in a house in the country, and I had
many cousins to play with. The neighbors all knew me, and we
children always felt safe.

My scary experience happened when I was about ten. I was playing
hide and seek with some children from the neighborhood when my
cousin and I discovered a dark abandoned warehouse. We were happy
because we thought that no one would find us there. We went inside.
There were boxes, and everything was covered with dust. Suddenly
my cousin ran away. I thought she was hiding, so I laughed and
called her name, but she did not answer. 1 started to hide too, but at
that moment, I smelled a terrible odor. I looked in the comer, and a
big shape was moving. It was dark, and | couldn’t see very well, but
I knew it was big. | ran outside as fast as | could. My cousin was
outside, and we ran back to our house as fast as we could.

I still do not know what was in the warehouse. My grandmother
said she thought some thieves had been hiding there. She said it was a
lucky thing that they didn't see me. Her words made me more afraid.
[ thought, “what if they had caught me?” After that, [ decided to stay
away from that dark warchouse. | leamned to be very careful and never

£0 into empty buildings again, no matter what!

* review simple and compound sentences.
* |earn about main and dependent clauses.
* learn how to correct run-on sentences.
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Editing Your Writing

Language Focus

The Sentence

A sentence contains at least one subject (a noun or a phrase) and a
verb, and expresses a complete idea. The verb expresses the action of
the sentence, and the subject tells who or what completed the action
A simple sentence may contain more than one noun or verh.

Subject Verb

My dog runs.

My dog runs and chases squirmets. (rwo verbs)
My dog and cat run after squirrels, (fwo nouns in subyect)

A complete sentence must contain at least one main clause. A mamn
clause contalns a subject and a verb, and expresses a complete idea

The Simple Sentence

4 simple sentence, shown below, contains one main clause.
Subject Verb

My dog runs after squirrels.

The Compound Sentence

A compound sentence has two main clauses, separated by a comma
and a conjunction, or by a semicolon.

Main Clause Conjunction Main Clause

My dog runs after squirrels, and the squirrels run away.

My dog terifies the squirrels, 50 they stay high in the trees.

My dog chases them everyday,  but he has never caught one,

The squirrels climb trees, or they sometimes run through
fences,

Main Clause Main Clause

My dog is very clever; he can do many tncks.
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[BiE1. 1dentifying clauses

Read the sentences. Then circle the number of clauses coniained in each
SENtences.

1. The fish were hungry.

T 2
2. The fish were hungry, and they ate the Food guickly. 1. 2
A 1 love 1o go o the park, so 1 try 1o go every weekend. 1 2
4, The bus takes a long time, but it is less expensive than a car. 1 2
5. Computers dre very imponant today: they can do many things, 1 2
0. Twant to mamy a man with a good education and an
honest character. |
Language Focus

iBercise2  Correcting run-on sentences with conjunctions

The following sentences are run-on sentences. Rewrite them as
complete sentences by adding the conjunctions and, or, so, or bul,

1. 1Tam busy with work | am studying | am busy with work, or | am studying.
2. Almost everyone in her neighborhood speaks her language she does not
have to use English.

3. Credit cards are convenient they are also dangerous.
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4. T did not have experience T tried to get a job,

5. Every time 1 travel, either T iake a suitease 1 take a backpack.

G, My lucky number is seven my Tvorite color is red,

Language Focus

JExercise 3 Identifying dependent and main clauses

Underline and label the clauses, Write M above the main clause in each
sentence. Write D above the dependent clause.

o M
I guess things have changed since T was younger.

1 was sad when we left my country.

When 1 am older, I want to have a big house with a patio and a swimming poaol.
After you understand the meaning of & word, you can practice writing sentences,
It is only dangerous when the roads are wet.

Because the tide went out, the jellvfish were stranded on the beach,

My country was invaded many times before we formed our current government.

N Y
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IBEEEEY Correcting run-on sentences with punctuation

Read the sentences. If the sentence is correct, write C, If the sentence
is incorrect, write / and add correct punctuation, using a comma, semi-
colon, or period. Check for proper capitalization.
We
| 1. I'went to the store with my friend Rachel. we bought milk

—— 2. We brought the groceries through the back door after we got back.

— 3. I noticesd that there was a lile din on the floor the DVD plaver was
missing nothing ¢lse was gone.

4. We called the police after we realized there had been a robbery,
—— 5. The police arrived immediately and inspected the whole apanment.

6. They 1ok statements later that afternoon they found the robbers and
Rachel's DVD player.

88N Editing a paragraph

Read the paragraph and edit as necessary. Correct the run-on sentences.
There are six mistakes.

I am the middle child in my family [ wish | were not sometimes.
My brother and sisters have an easier life than | do. My older brother
is very responsible he is like a third parent my sisters and 1 have to do
what he tells us if our parents are not home. He also has more freedom
than we do. He can go out on the weekends and stay out late we have
to be at home by 10:00 p.m. While my brother has more freedom than
I do, my sisters have an easier life. They are twins they get a lot of
attention from our parents. My parents don't often spend time with me
they spend most of their time with my sisters. Because | am not the
oldest, I do not have the same power as my brother, but 1 do not get
the extra attention either. As a result, | think the middle child is not
lucky at all.

= review topics and controlling ideas,

* review umity.

= practice identifying thesis statements.
* practice correcting run-on sentences.
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PART 5

|EXéigs8N) Identifying topics and controlling ideas

Circle the to pic and underline the controlling idea in the topic
sentences below.

1. Pizza is easy o make if you follow these steps.

If you compare a Mini-Cooper with a Volkswagen Bug, yvou will find séveral
impornant ifferences.

There are several ways o reduce stress.

Not getting enough sleep can have negative effects on a student.

One of my backpacking trips was almost my last.

A good journalist has 1o have special talents and skills.

JESREEN Editing a paragraph

Read the paragraph. Draw a line through the sentences that are
irrelevant. There are four irrelevant sentences,

e

il ol ol

When I want to eat steak, [ go 1o my favorite restaurant, Saltgrass
Steakhouse, because I always have a good experience. | love walking
through the big heavy wooden doors because the spicy smell of grilled
meat makes my mouth water. The hostess knows my family, and she
always gives us a good seat where we can watch the other customers and
enjoy the cowboy decorations on the walls. The service is friendly and
efficient. On the other hand, the cook is often grumpy. He yells at the
waiters sometimes, The waiters always bring crayons and paper for my
daughters. I always order the rib-eye steak because the grilled meat is
tender and seasoned with delicious spices. After dinner, we talk and enjoy
the atmosphere. It is not good to eat there every day because the beef has
a lot of fat. All red meat has a lot of fat, and it can cause problems such as
high cholesterol. | like to eat at Saltgrass Steakhouse once a month, but
I would eat there more often if 1 had the money. It has the best steak in
the city.
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[EEEE3N 1dentifying thesis statements

hﬂdwuhnﬂmay.mmﬁhmmhmmﬂmmlhcbﬁt
ﬂuhsmmnemﬁnmth:lhtfnlhwingﬂnuhnnmny.

A good party game that is simple and fun for everyone is zombie
tag. Children love it and so do adults because there is no fancy
equipment and anyone who can jump can participate.

Zombie tag follows the same basic procedure as regular tag with a
few additional rules. First, decide on the boundaries. It is a good idea
to play outside in a backyard or in a park. Then choose one person
to be /. It must then “tag” another player, and then the tagged player
becomes /1. Finally, in zombie tag all players must keep their arms at
their sides and their ankles together. This means that they must jump
instead of run, and they must tag with their shoulders or hips rather
than their hands, If a player does not keep his ankles together or his
arms at his sides, he is cheating and must sit out for five minutes.

In conclusion, zombie tag is a good party game for all ages because
it requires no equipment and is easy to play. People usually have a
good time because they have 1o keep their bodies straight and hold
their arms at their sides and this makes them look funny when they
Jump, so they laugh a lot.

a. loften play zombie tag with my friends at birthday paries,
b, Zombie tag is easy 1o play if you follow the sieps below.
¢. Zombie tag is different from regular g in two important ways,

MEESEW) Correcting run-on sentences with punctuation

Read the sentences. If the sentence is correct, write C. If the sentence
is incorrect, write 7 and add correct punctuation, using a comma,
semicolon, or period. Check for proper capitalization.

L. My father decided 16 po 1o dental school he was at the tap of his class,

2. My writing has improved a great deal but 1 still need 1o work on my
ETAIr,
—— & When | am an industrial engineer | want to design kitchen appliances.
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4, Secretaries play a very important role in an office; without them many
businesses could not function.

5. 1 have never been afraid of snakes I think they are beautiful.
6. We lived in Malaysia after we got married.

JEXeiGiEES] Editing a paragraph

Mmmrqrnphndeﬁtummsm.mmmmmhm

The memory of summer vacations al my grandmother’s home in
Ayutta, Thailand, always makes me happy. 1 loved this house very much
because it was a beautiful and spacious place all the members of my
family could gather together and enjoy nature. The house was located
on a quiet stretch of river under a clear blue sky. It was a traditional,
waterfront, Thai-style home it was built from teak wood. The tall, green
trees around the house provided shade along the riverbank. Inside the
house, there were many rooms my uncle’s and my aunt’s families could
all come together at the same time. When we woke up, we could hear
the sound of singing birds We children always rushed outside to breathe
fresh air, and dig our toes into the sand. In the afternoon, we played in
the shade of the trees, swam in the river, and dug in the gardens. The
adults watched us from the patio they could see us and we could see
them. This home was the center place of my family | like to think about
it when I feel lonely.
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Unit Goals
%

Rhetorical focus:

Language focus:

* prepositional phrases in descriptive writing
adding details to sentences
similes
using adjectives in descriptive writing




| PART 1
Stimulating Ideas

Descriptive writing uses words to build images for the reader. These
images may come from sights, sounds, smells, tastes, or even feelings,
Good descriptive writing makes the reader feel as if he or she is present
in the scene.

Exercise 1 Thinking about the topic

A. Discuss the picture with a partner.

¢  What do vou think the occasion might be?
e Why is this food special?
*  Who are the people in the picture?

o How do they feel?

B. Make notes about food that you and your family eat during Family
celebrations and special occasions. Then discuss in small groups.

Exercise 2 Reading about the topic

Sometimes a single event can have a lasting effect on a person’s life.

A famous New York chef, Anthony Bourdain, describes a childhood
experience with an oyster {a kind of shellfish) during a family vacation
in France.
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Food is Good

At s in the morning, we dimbed into Monsieur Saint-Jour's | |
small wooden boat with aur picnic baskets. He was an old man |
dressed in ancient denim work pants. He had a leathery, tanned
and windblown face, hollow cheeks, and tiny broken bload vessels ;
on his nose and cheeks. We took the boat out to his underwater
oyster park, a fenced-off section of bay bottom, and we sat __ and
sat ... and sat, in the roaring August sun, waiting for the tide to
go out. The idea was to float the boat over the fence walls, then sit
there until the boat slowly sank with the water level until it rested
on the bay floor i

There was, | remember, still about two feet of water left to go
before the boat settled on dry ground and we could walk around
the park. We'd already eaten all the food from our picnic baskets,
| but | was still hungry, and said so.

Monsieur Saint-Jour asked if any of us would like to try an
ayster

My parents hesitated. | doubt they'd realized they might
actually have to eat one of the raw slimy things we were floating
over. My little brother pulled away in horror

But |, in the prowdest moment of my young life, stood up
smartly in defiance, and volunieered to be the first,

And in that sweet moment in my personal history, that one
moment still more alive for me than so many of the othars, | won
glory. Monsieur Saint-Jour reached down into the water and came
up holding a single oyster, huge and irreqularly shaped, in his raugh
fist. With an oyster knife, he popped the thing open and handed it
1o me. Everyone was watching now, my little brother pulling away
from this shiny, wet object, still dripping and nearly alive

I took it in my hand, tipped the shell back into my mouth as
nstructed by Monsieur Saint-Jour, and with one bite and a slurp,
| wolfed it down. it tasted of seawater ... and flesh .. and
somehow .. of the future,

Bowurduin, &, Kiteker ConyfToleniiol l.ll.l-l:p;lr.dl New Vork Harper Collins, 2000 |5-16
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[Bxicis#dl Understanding the text
Write I for true or F for false for each statement.

—— 1. Bourdain rode with his family in a large boat,

— 2. When Bourdain and his family arrived at the oyster park, they waited a
short time for the water level to go down,

—— 3. Everyone in the family wanted to try the oysters.
— 4. Bourdain was proud of himself for eating the oyster.

_Exercise @ Responding to the text

Write your answers for each question in full sentences. Then discuss
your answers with a partner.

1. How had Monsieur Saint-Jour's work affected his appearance?

2. How do you think Bourdain felt when he first saw the boat? Do you think
his feelings changed during the trip? How sov

3. How do you think Bourdain described the oyster Irip when he returned
home?

4. What did he mean when he said “it tasted of ... the future?”
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BEREES] Freewriting

Write for ten to fifieen minutes on the topic below. Express yourself as
well as you can. Don't worry about mistakes.

The writer of the passage was the only person In his family who was not afraid 1o
try the oyster. On a separate piece of paper, write about the first time you tried a
new fond,

* Where were you?

» Wha food did you tny?

* What did it taste, smell, or feel like?

* What was your reaction to ity

* learn about descriptive organization.

* brainstorm ideas and specific vocabulary to use
in your writing.
* create an outline for your essay.
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PART 2

WRITING TASK

In this unit, you will write a three-paragraph descriptive essay about a
food you feel strongly about—one you really like or dislike.
_Exercise 1 Brainstorming ideas

Think of a food you really like or dislike. On a separate piece of paper
write down your ideas about this food in a word web, like the one below.
Think about the food's taste, smell, appearance, preparation, any sounds
you associate with it, or the context in which you eat it.

5 2 e

y
b |

. drift from kitchen

# can be smelled from far awi

Fried Chicken » smells blend as you cook

v ]
aﬂ@

[Eiercise 2. Brainstorming vocabulary

A. Thank about the food you want to write about. Add two more words
to each set to describe the food. Then circle the words you would like
to use in each set.

Tasté: «ilty, sour, bitter, sweel, juicy,
Touch: soft, luard, chewy, tough, crunchy,
Smell: sweet, comforting, sharp, strong, Faint, :

L e

4. Sight: small. big, tempting, smooth,

B. On a separate piece of paper, practice writing these words in
sentences. Use your dictionary for help.
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BEfE8 3] Reading a student essay

Read the essay. According to the writer, where can you get the
best pizza?

The Best Pizza in Town and Maybe the World

I'have suffered a great deal because of a terrible addiction to pizza.
Basically. | enjoy pizza too much, In fact, | enjoy it s0 much, | won't
share it, not even with my mother. People in my hometown of Cabimas,
Umezue!n,laughatmmdcnllmcﬂpemu King of Cabimas, but it is
a name that | am proud of. I have eaten pizza in many places, and none
is as good as the pizza of Cabimas.

The best place to eat pizza in Cabimas is at Papa’s. Customers have
to wait in line to get a table but the wait is worth it. Once they are

Part 2
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seated, pizza-lovers can choose from many varieties of pizza, such

as pizza with shrimp and smoked oysters or pizza with pine nuts and
garlic, but my favorite is the sausage and pepperoni. First of all, it is
big. When the waiter puts it down in front of me, 1 feel happy because

I will get enough to eat. It smells of garlic, oil, and spices. And it looks
delicious too. The sauce oozes out from under a layer of rich melied
cheese. The best part is the first bite. [ sink my teeth into a slightly
crunchy crust, thick tomato sauce and gooey cheese, and I am in
heaven. I can eat two of these pizzas in one night, even though I know |
will have a stomachache afterwards,

Now that I am in the United States, | am trying different kinds of
pizzas here. I have never seen so many different pizza restaurants! |
want to try them one by one. So far, some of them are delicious, but I
am convinced that the best pizza in the world is still at Papa’s restaurant
a couple of blocks from the house where | grew up.

JEBSEEEY Examining the student essay
A. Respond to the essay by answering the questions below.

1. What is the main idea of the introduction?
a. how the author has suffered
b, pizea
¢. the authors addiction (o pizea
d. the author's hometown

2. Which paragraph has the most descriptive details?

3. The conclusion ends with ain)
a. description
b. restatement of the main idea in the introduction
. story
d. invitation
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B. Examine the organization of the essay by answering the questions
below. Then compare your answers with a partner.

1. What is the author's thesis statement about pizea?

2. What words or phrases does the author use 1o describe the pizeas?

3. What words or phrases does the author use 1o show how he feels when he
eals pizzad

4. What is the author's final comment abour pixza in the conclusion?

BEEBES. Completing an outline

Look back at the essay on pages 33-34. Then, fill in the missing
information in the outline below,

introduction
Topic, _Fizza in Cabimas
Hook: I'm addicted to pizza,
Background information: _don’t share pizza with anyone, called the Pizza
King, tried pizza in many places
Thesis statement: 1.
Body Paragraph
Details: places to eat pizza, Papa's, types of pizza 2.

Words or phrases: agoey, cheesy, rich melted cheese, stomachache, bla,
_Bpices, crunchy crust
Conclusion

Final opinion: 3.
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_Exercise & Writing an outline

Review your brainstorming ideas and your freewriting exercise. Then
use the chart below to write an outline for your essay. Use the outline
on page 35 as an example.
Introduction

Whiat is your topic?

Think of a hook that will engage the reader,

Write some notes on relevant background information your reader will need.

What is your thesis statement?

Body Paragraph
What details will you include in your description? What words or phrases do you
think you will use?

Conclusion
What is the final opinion you want to give about your description?

* learn about prepositional phrases.

* learn to use descriptive details in your writing.
* learn about similes in descriptive writing.

* write a first draft of your descriptive essay.
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lEike)" Reading a student essay
Read the essay. What is the main event the writer describes?

Food from the Sea

My father told me that we should always respect nature and learmn
where our food comes from. He said that food wsted better when vou got
it yourself and ate it in a natural place. To show me this was true, he ook
me to the ocean, where we caught our own delicious crabs and ate them.

I will always remember the taste of the crabs we caught that day.
The beach was guiet and still at six o'clock. The tide had just come in,
s0 there were many crabs walking slowly on the white sand. We sat a
few feet away from my father's special crab traps. The traps were made
of bamboo, and they looked like round cages, but one side had a small
entrance for the crab to go in. There were some small, fragrant fish in
the trap. The fishy smell made the crabs hungry, so they crawled into
the traps. We watched the crabs wilk into the traps, and I smelled the
strong smell of the dark, oily fish. Overhead, we heard the sounds of
seagulls and pelicans in the sky. | think the seagulls wanted to eat the
fish, too. Once the traps were full, we took off our shoes and threw
them over our shoulders so we could walk on the wet sand and feel the
water pushing and pulling at the beach. Later, we built a fire and ate
boiled crabs on the beach. We cracked their shells. The meat was white
and pinkish and tender. It tasted sweet and a little salty. We did not
want to stop eating them. We sat on the sand surrounded by crab shells
and watched the sun go down into the ocean.

From that day on, | knew my father was right. Food tastes best when
it is something that you have caught or grown yourself., 1 have eaten crab
many times since then, but it has never tasted as good as it did that day.
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JESiEEEYY Examining the student essay

Respond to the essay by answering the questions below in full
sentences,

1. What does the place described in the essay look like?

2. How does the writer feel about his experience?

3. What sounds, sights, smells, or tastes are described?

4. What is the final opinion that the writer gives in the conclusion?

Language Focus
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[EiiE3 1dentifying prepositional phrases
A. Look at the following sentences. Circle the prepositional phrases.
The idea was 10 float the boat over the fence walls.
The baat settled on dry ground.
We could walk around the park.
He held an oyster in his rough fist.

Tipped the shell back into my mouth,
It tasted of the future.

o W e

B. Look back at the student essay on page 37. Underline the
prepositional phrases, Compare your answers with a partner.

I._angnage Focus




JEXécEad Adding specific details

Rewrite the general sentences below with more specific details.
Use adjectives, nouns, verbs, and adverbs.

General with Specific Details

He bought a vegetable, [ n sgi
We returned from the store.

I entered the room,

My friend cleaned the spinach.
. We put the spinach in the pan,
. Our guests enjoyed the dinner,

- ST IR R

Language Focus
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MBEIEEES) 1dentifying similes
Htmhmeﬂmhnﬂufﬂchsmmﬂhthemndhﬂﬁ

— ] a. smelled sweet like honey.
— . 2. The ocean b. is as solid as a rock,
— 3. The cold wind ¢. sparkles like a diamond.
— 4. Their friendship d. was as fast as a bullet.
—— 3 The train e. cut sharply like a knife.
— 6. The air f. was as huge as a castle,

2. The place where I grew up
3. My home
. My Favorite music
. Coffee
™

_ Writing a first draft

lm?wmm.mwmemﬂdm&ammmph
essay on a food you strongly like or dislike.

BEiEie 8| Peer editing a first draft

Aﬂummmﬂmmmnwﬂhnm Answer the

questions on the checklist on page 42. You may also write comments or
mmmmmmmmmammm

nnwmﬂmdn&mdmrhellunncmuy.

£

-
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m'mmmmmmmmm
ﬂiﬁmmﬂ.

] 1. Does the essay have three paragraphs?

Oz Dual!:nhhbdmhnmnd@ahmkm;mmemadﬁ‘smmhn?
" Does it also include background information?

13, Does the body paragraph contain enough descriptive details?
[] 4, What other description do you think the writer could add?

ri )

]'5: Did the writer use similes to make the writing more descriptive? Are the
g mmmmbr?
I:I 6. mhm:* a final opinion in the conclusion?

» |earn about the use and formation of adjectives.
» learn about adjective order,
» edit your first draft for mistakes.
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Now that you have written a first draft, it is time to edit. Editing involves
making changes to your writing to improve it and correct mistakes.

-anguage Focus

B@EEETN 1dentifying adjectives
Read the following sentences, Circle the adjectives and underline the
nouns they describe,

 The beagh wasquict and uil)

- Many crabs were walking slowly on the white sand.
. The traps looked like round cages.

There were some small, fragrant fish in the trap.
The fishy smell made the crabs hungry,

. [smelled the strong smell of the dark, oily fish.

The meat was white, pinkish and tender.

. It tasted sweet,

E oA T W & N e
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_ Describing feelings
Circle the correct adjective in each sentence.
1. The movie was very (bored / boring).
3 The audience was very (confused / confusing) by the story.
3. As a student, I found the class very (interested / interestng).
4. The speaker was very (excited / exciting) by the topic.
5. The children were (tired / tiring) by the game.
. The new tastes were (stimutated / stimulating) to the chel.
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‘anguage rocu

Exercise 3] Using adjectives in the correct order

A. Rewrite the sentences placing the adjectives in the correct order.
1. It was a (metal / new |/ fantastic) sculpture.

2. They walked down the (old / elegant / marble) stircase.

3. The museum had (wooden / entrance / beautiful) doors,

4. There were (blue / huge / bright) lights o mark the entrance,

5. The food was served in (simple / tiny) portions on (small / dinner / modern)
plates,

6. The women wore (velvet / new /| stunning) dresses,
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Elanyuaye rueu

A. Rewrite the sentences placing the adjectives in the correct order.
1 Iewas  (metal / new [ fantastic) sculprure.

2. They walked down the (old / elegant / marble) staircase.

3. The museum had (wooden / entrance / beautiful) doors.

4. There were (blue / huge / bright) lights 1o mark the entrance.

5. The food was served in (simple / tiny) portions on (small / dinner / modern)
plates.

. The women wore (velver / new / stunming ) dresses,

Pt 4



B. Add two adjectives for each of the sentences.

1. Tt wasa . car.

2. They lived ina ; house.

3. The house was located on a : street,
4, She enjoved the ; movie.

Editing a paragra

Read the paragraph and correct the order of the adjectives as necessary.
There are cight mistakes.

I love Saturday night dinner at my family’s house. We leave at two
in the afternoon, and take the drive long to my parents’ house. They live
on a narrow dirt road. In summer we have to close the windows to the
car s0 that the dust doesn't come in. It is a large, wooden, white house,
with a red, old, big door, There is a kitchen spacious where everyone
helps prepare the dinner. Everyone in my family gathers for dinner on
Saturday night, all my sisters and brothers and their children. The thing
I love the most about the house is walking into the dining room after we
finish preparing the dinner. The old, beautiful table is set with a lace,
white tablecloth and round, huge platters of food. Then everyone sits
down in the big, comfortable chairs to enjoy the dinner. We talk and eat
for hours and enjoy our family. Everyone feels happy, relaxed and full.
Late at night, we finally say goodbye until the next Saturday.

[EXERISES Editing your first draft and rewriting

Review your essay for mistakes. Use the checklist on page 47. Then
write a final draft.
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* review the elements of descriptive writing.
* practice writing with a time |imit.
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In this part of the unit, you will complete four exercises to improve
your accuracy, write a timed essay to improve your fluency, and explore
topics for future writing.

[Eiercise 11 Identifying prepositional phrases

Circle the examples of prepositional phrases.

1. On Saturday we walked to the pizza restaurant in Cabimas.
The pizzas that came out of the oven looked delicious.

We watched with excitement as the waiter brought the pizza 1o our tble.

My favorite pizza comes with sausage and mushrooms on top.

£ owow

The cheese on top of it is hot, and the crust crunches in your mouth when
vou bite it

xn

There are four chairs around each table.

0. There are a few ables outside the restaurant.

[Biercised. \dentifying adjectives

Read the following sentences, Circle the adjectives and underline the
nouns they describe.

1. The table was long and narmow.

2. It had all, straight chairs on each side
3. It gave the dining room an elegant feeling,
4. Small candles decorated each place.

. In front of each chair was a delicate lace napkin.

5

6. Each napkin sat on top of a shiny dinner plate.

7. The guests arrived in beautiful clothing and full of lively conversation.
8

. The evening was filled with the warm energy of close friends,
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{Btsed) Wsing adjectives

Rewrite the sentences. For ech sentence, use all three adjectives given.

1. The (enormous / wild / exciting) jungle was filled with life.

2. The {ancvient / stone / huge) temples could be seen for miles.

3. The (gray / tall / rough) steps led 1o the op,

4. A (spectacular / vast / green) view could be seen in every direction.

5. People marveled at the (amazing / ageless / tmpical) landscape.

0. In their amazement, they forgot thelr (modern / shiny / small) cameras.

JEGicise ]| Correcting order of adjectives

Read the following sentences. If the sentence is correct, write .
If the sentence is incorrect, write / and rewrite the sentence correcting
the mistakes.

— 1. The thing I like most about visiting my parents is sleeping in my bed old.
— 2. Katerina's baby was small and beauriful.
—— 3. Sehasiian enipuesl the delicions il gesume, .

iy pitandd e mouse an antique lovély grey.

— 5 There were founeen prople seated in the old diming room,

— b Montreal s a city with a history rich.

I U 1IMED WRITING: 60 minutes
Write a three-paragraph descriptive essay on a tradition in your culture,
Before you begin to write, review the following time management
strategy.
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(Step 1 BRAINSTORMING: 5 minutes

Write down ideas and vocabulary for your essay in the box oron a
scparate piece of paper. You may want to cluster your ideas.

[Step2  OUTLINING: 5 minutes
Write an outline for your essay.

Introduction
Hoak:

Background information:

Thesis statement:
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Body Paragraph
Topic sentence:

Descriptive details:

Conclusion

[SEE37 WRITING: 40 minutes

Use your brainstorming notes and outline to write your first draft on a
separate piece of paper.

P4 EDITING: 10 minutes

When vou have finished your first drafi, check it for mistakes, using the
checklist below.

Put a check (v) as appropriate.
[J'1. Does the essay have three paragraphs?
[] 2. Does the introduction include a hook and a thesis?

[] 3. Does the body paragraph contain enough descriptive details? Do the
detalls support the topic sentence of the body paragraph?

L] 4. Does the conclusion state a final opinion?

("] 5. Are adjectives used after articles and befare nouns?

(1 6. Are adjectives used immediately after stative verbs?

[l 7. Do adjectives appear in correct order?

(18 Did you use prepositional phrases to show location and time?
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Topics for Future Writing

1. Write a three-paragraph descriptive essay on one of the following
topics.

= A holiday celebration or family tradition

* A particulur or favorite place or tme of day

= A work of an (painting, sculpture, photograph, etc.)
s A piece of architecture (hridge, skyscraper, etc.)

2, Write a three-paragraph descriptive essay from a friend's point
of view,

o Select a topic from the list above,

» [nterview o friend about his or her views on the topie.
* Take notes during the interview

= Llse your notes 1o Wrile your essay,

3. Use the Internet or other sources to rescarch one of the topics in
item 1 above or a topic of your own choice. Write a descriptive essay
based upon your research.
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Rhetorical focus:
= narrative organization

Language focus:

* showing sequence in narrative essays
* adding detail to essays




Formative experiences are experiences that shape how we see the
world and what type of person we become later in life. In this unit. you
will write a narrative about one such experience.

Exercise | Thinking about the topic

A. Discuss the pictures with a pariner.

o What is happening in the pictures? How do 'vou knos?
s What do the pictures have in common?

B. Make notes about three important events or experiences in your life.
Then discuss in small groups.

*  Describe each ¢vaent
* Why wis it important?
o How did it change vou?

Exercise 2 Reading about the topic

U.5. President and humanitarian Jimmy Carter wrote the following
narrative passage. It diescribes his childhood experience *mopping cotton”
on his father's farm during the 1930s. To kill insects that ate cotton plants,
Carter's family covered each cotton plant with molasses mixed with
poison.
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Breaking Ground to Be a Man

Mopping cotton was a terrible job. The molasses attracted
swarms of flies and honeybees. They covered the barrel, and |
followed us through the field. | usually wore short pants and never
| underwear or a shirt during the warm months, but for this job |
preferred to protect my legs with long pants. My pants quickly
became cowered with the poison, and stuck uncomfortably to my
legs. In fact, everything about me was sticky. With time, my pants
dried, and the sweet, sticky poison turned to hard sugar, so that at
night my stiff pants wouldn’t fold, but stood up alone in a corner
or against the furniture. v ¥
They were covered with (R
poison, so they had to
be washed separately
from the other clothing.
For this reason, we |
didn't change them

every day. It was terrible

1o put them back on in f _

the marnings. Child farm worker, 1930s.

¥

v I8 W N e

Carwer, | An Howr Before Daplipds, (Adapred), New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001 '
18011 '

mokisses i thick soar svrap

swoarmy a lamze grosap that is inomstion usually insccts)
barrel & rownd wiwrlen container ased for siompe
Exercise 3 Understanding the text
Write T for true or F for false for each statement.
I anter wore shuorts swiwen Do mopped colton
3 The pressasn tirned from Do e a0 sodid o his panes
4 Carer Folded bds pants cvere nighit betore b went o sfeep

pooCarmer weaksbedb Bus pangs osoh ls o her olonlies
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lExerdise@l Responding to the text

Wﬂttynurmswmfurcachqnwﬁoninhﬂmt:nm.mm
your answers with a partner.

1. Carter wrote: “1 preferred to protect my legs with long trousers.” Why was
this necessary?

b

Was this a comfortable joh? Why or why not? How do you think Carter felt
about ir?

3, Why do you think this was an imponant formative experience for himg

4. Have vou ever had a difficult job or task? What was it?

_Exercise 5 Freewriting

Write for ten to fifteen minutes on the topic below. Express yourself as
well as you can. Don't worry about mistakes.

In the passage, Jimmy Canter describes difficult and uncomforable work on his
parents’ farm. On a separate piece of paper, write about a difficult job you have had
or task you have done,

s Describe the job or msk.

How did you feel about it?

What did you learn from it?

Did this experience change you in any way?

= learn about narrative organization.

» brainstorm ideas and specific vocabulary to use
in your writing.

s create an outline for your essay.
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WRITING TASK

In this unit, you will write a three-paragraph narrative essay about

an important experience that changed you or taught you something
important.

[Bieicise 11 Brainstorming ideas

A. Think back to the three events you discussed In Exercise 1B on
page 54. Can you add any more events o the list? Choose one of
the events to write about in your narrative essay. Use the following
questions to help you in your choice.

Which of these events had the strongest influence on you?

. What effects did this event have on your life?

. Which of these events do you feel comfortable writing abour?

Which of these events would make the best stony?

Once you have selected your topic, write it here,

W e b

B. On a separate sheet of paper, brainstorm a list of details related to
this event. Try to expand on your original notes with more detail,
Think about who was there; and when, what, and where the event
happened.

_Exercise 2] Brainstorming vocabulary

A. Think about the event. Try to recall your actions and emotions. Add
two or three more words to each set.

1. Actions: hurry (to), gaze (at), warn (someone), suffer (From), notice
(someone /| something),

2, Emotions: nervous, eager, relieved, worred, amared, confused,

B. Circle words you would like to use from the sets. On a separate

piece of paper, practice using these words in sentences. Use your
dictionary for help.
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Rhetorical Focus

'ﬁii:fmﬁmnm&mmt no
introduce
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[BEESS Reading a student essay

Read the essay. What was lh:writ:r'stmharm.singlurldenﬂ

An Embarrassing Incident

Where I grew up, the rules for family life are very strict, | had five
brothers and five sisters, and we spent a lot of time with our relatives.
My parents taught us we should respect grandparents more than
anyone in the world because grandparents had lived the longest, They
had more knowledge about life, and no matter what they said, even if
it did not make sense, they were right. We were taught that to hug or
kiss grandparents was disrespectful and that we should greet them hy
kissing their hand, 1 was young, and [ thought that everyone lived and
thought just as I did. Well. 1 soon found out this is not true.

One day, an American friend invited me to her birthday party. 1 was
very excited but at the same time very nervous, I wanted her family
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to like me, and I wanted to use my best manners. Slowly, [ walked up
to the house and rang the bell. My friend came running out with a big
smile, telling me she was happy that [ came. Then she let me in and
introduced me 1o her parents. They smiled and said hello. Later she
said, *Come here, I want you to meet my grandpa.” 1 followed her
into the living room where her grandfather was sitting. She introduced
us, and he reached out his hand. He was going to shake hands, but

I thought he was expecting me to Kiss his hand. so I did. He pulled
his hand away and looked at me in a strange way as if he did not like
what I had done. Everyone else in the room looked at me, and my
friend started laughing. | was very confused. | sat down and tried to
figure out what had happened. Just then, a little boy ran to my friend's
grandfather and jumped on his lap. The little boy started to hug and
kiss the grandfather. When 1 saw this, | got up and took the little boy
by the hand and said, "NO." | guess | said it pretty loudly because the
room becamse very silent and all eyes were on me.

The next day at school my friend asked me why 1 kissed her
grandfather’s hand and why | told the liule boy to get away from his
grandfather. 1 explained my customs to her and she explained hers to me.
Finally, 1 learned that good manners are not always the same in different
countries, Forunately, my friend and 1 stayed very good friends.

(Biercised | Analyzing the student essay

A. Respond to the essay by answering the questions below in full
sentences,

1. What background information do you learn about the writer? Why is this
information impodant to understand the story?

2. What is the main event or action in the story?

3. Whar does the writer learn?

Pan2 59



B, Examine the organization of the essay by answering the questions
below. Then compare your answers with a partner.

1. Underline the hook. 1s it one sentence or two?

2. Underline the sentences that give background information. What do you
learn from this information?

Underline the thesis statement. Is it one sentence or two?
Reread the body paragraph. Circle one or two details that you like.
Circle any words that help you visualize the event more clearly.

Reread the conclusion. Underline the sentences that explain whar the writer
learned,

PR e B

7. Rewrite the author’s conclusion in your own words,

JESEEEEN writing an outline

Review your brainstorming ideas and your freewriting exercise. Then
use the form to write an outline for your essay, Remember to write your
outline in note form.

Introduction
Think of a hook that will engage the reader.

Think of relevant background information your reader will need to understand
the story.

Thesis statement:
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Body Paragraph
Give the events of your narrative in the order in which they happened. Make
note of any words connected to the story.

Conclusion
What did you learn from the event?

* learn about showing sequence in a narrative essay.
* learn about adding details to your essay.
» write a first draft of your narrative essay.
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PART 3

[Exercise ! Reading a student essay

Read the essay. What is the scary secret?

A Scary Secret

My sister and | made a dangerous mistake one summer, I was
thirteen and my sister was fourteen, and our parents had taken us to the
city where they grew up. We felt very grown up as we rode 1o the hotel
in a taxi. The hotel was very big, and it had a blue tile floor. After we
unpacked our suitcases, our parents wanted to go to the market. My
mother told us not 1o go outside. “We won't,” my sister promised, but |
knew that she was lying. We had already decided 1o go out and explore
this strange and beautiful city by ourselves,

As soon as my parents were out of sight, we got our things and
went downstairs. We walked out of the hotel doors and down a narrow
street. The sun was setting, and the light was very beautiful. We
could hear the noises of traffic nearby, but the little street was quiet.
Suddenly, a man with a gun stepped out from a doorway. He said,
“Don"t move!” He was short, and he was wearing a dark green jacket
and sunglasses. He came very close and we could smell cigarettes
and something terrible in his breath. We were terrified and couldn't
say anything. He said. “"Give me your shoes.” So | did. Then he ook
my sister’s purse and her gold ring and ran away. I remember that [
fell against my sister. | heard her take a deep breath; she was shaking.
Afterward, we ran back to the hotel, across the blue tile floor and up to
our room.

The man scared us, but he also taught us something important.
Before this experience, we did not always listen to our parenis. We
now learned that we should obey them. My sister and | became
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obedient daughters, and we enjoyed the rest of our vacation. However,
we decided not to tell our parents about our adventure. We knew

they would punish us even though we had learned our lesson. This
dangerous adventure is still a secret that I share with my sister.

|ESigEE3Y Analyzing the student essay
Respond to the essay by answering the questions below in full

SCNIENCes.

1, Underine and label the hook in the introduction. Does it get your attention?

2. Underline and label the thesis statement. What will the body paragraph
discuss according to the thesis?

3, What events are given in the body paragraph? Which descriptive details
make the story vivid, or easy w0 imagine?

4 'What was the outcome of the story that is explained in the conclusion? What
did the girls learn as a resul?
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Language Focus

Showing Sequence in Narrative Essays

In narrative essays, we use time expressions to make the chronological
sequence of events clear.

» We use connectors (Ume adverbs) such as then, finally, or eventuaily
to link sentences within a paragraph.

= We use subordinaling conjunctions to link clauses within a sentence,

Time Adverbs

We use time adverbs such as aftericard, after that, eventuaily.
Sinally, later, later on, now, then, and suddenly as connectors. These
connectors usually appear at the beginning of a sentence. When they
do, they are immediately followed by a comumua.

A Then is an exception. It is not followed by a comma.

Our train was running late. Finally, it arrived.
We got on board the train. Then we realized that we did not have
money for the fare

_Bxercise 3 Identifying time adverbs
Read the student essay on pages 62-63. Circle the time adverbs. On a
separate picee of paper, write sentences of your own using the adverbs
you found. After vou finish, compare your sentences with a partner.

Language Focus

Subordinating Conjunctions

We use subordinating conjunctions such as as soon as, before, after,
when, and while in complex sentences as connectors, Complex
sentences contain a main (independent) clause and a dependent clause.

= The main clause expresses the principal and independent idea of the
sentence. The dependent clause expresses additional information
about the main idea (for example, where or when it happened)
but would be meaningless without the main idea. Dependent time
clauses tell us when something happened.
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Using subordinating conjunctions in time clauses

Combine each pair of sentences into one complex sentence. Use the
subordinating conjunctions in parentheses o clarify time relationships.

L

. They saved enough money. They took a great vacation. (s soon as)

+ 1 listened 10 the radio. 1 prepared dinner, (while)

. She worked wery hard for many years. She retired. (then)

. I was very surprsed. You knocked on my door. (when)

We went (o the movies. We ate lunch at a restaurant. (after)

We waited a long time for the bus. It arrived. (before)

. She thought carefully about which dress 1o buy. She bought the

red one. (before)

He had a cup of coffee. He got up in the moring. (as scon as)
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Now that you have written a first draft, it is time to edit. Editing involves
making changes to your writing to improve it and correct mistakes.

Language Focus

WASWERE + NOT

VERB + ING

SUBRIECT | WASWERE
| wvas She wasn't
working. waorking .
They were We weren't
,\Th-e SUM | Was shining. IJl'mz phone | wasn't ringing,
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[Exercise 't Identifying background action

Read the paragraph below and underline all the verbs that describe
background actions.

My Wedding

I will always remember my wedding day. It was beautiful. I woke up
and looked outside. The sun was shining, and the birds were singing.
It was as if they were talking to me, telling me to get up. In reality, the
circle radio was playing and my brothers were arguing in the hallway,
but it still felt romantic. My dress was hanging on the closet door.
My mother was cooking breakfast in the kitchen, and the coffee was
brewing. My father was talking on the phone to his brother, and they
were discussing who was the better chess player. This was a constant
argument between the two of them, but | knew my father was just
trying to distract himself because he was feeling nervous.

[Exéicise?] Using the past continuous to describe actions in progress
Complete the following sentences using the past continuous.
L. I'm sorry T wasn't home yesterday afternoon, | was walking my deg in
the park

2. When my uncle visited in 2004, 1

3. Last week was very busy, my roommate and | had many tests and
assignments (o complete, While | y
!ihE '

4. I'm sorry | couldn't talk kst night. When you called, we

5. I'm so tired! Last nighe, my sister and | until
twa In the moming)

6, [ dicddn't hear the doordwll, The adio oo oy,
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JESiEEEE. Setting the scene with background details

Continue the stories below. Give background actions using the
past continuous to help set the scene. Use the sample paragraph in
Exercise 1 as a model

1. It was an ordinary day at school.

. Suddenly, the fire alarm went off,

2. It was a cold and rainy night.

- And then someone knocked at the door,

Language Focus

. -MMMMMWH&EMWWM
"bmmmmmwmmmﬂ :
*before, when, while, and after. S

= The past time clause can come before or after the main clause;
however, if the past time clause comes first, separate it from the main
clause with a comma,
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JERSiEEE ] Practicing time clauses

Read the following sentences, Write § (simultaneous) if the sentence
involves two simultaneous actions. Write I (interrupted) if the sentence
involves one action interrupting another. Write $Q (sequence) if the
sentence involves two actions happening in sequence.

— I My dog was eating its dinner while my cat was playing with a toy.
_ 2. We learned to read the alphabet before we learmed to write the letiers.
_ 3 After we saw the movie, we went out for 2 hamburger.

— 4 Petra was flying into the airpont while her daughter was having a baby,
— 5. Aaron called Veronica as soon as he saw lacoh,

. Martin was sleeping when he received the call.
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[EMSRIESY Editing a paragraph

Read the paragraph and edit as necessary. There are nine mistakes.

My Vacation in the Mountains

People go to the mountains on vacation for two reasons: to ski and
to enjoy the view, My family doesn’t ski but we wanted to enjoy the
view! In pictures, the mountains were always beautiful. The flowers
were blooming, the sun was shining, and the people were smiling:
however, our trip to the mountains was a disaster, As soon as we were
arriving at our destination, the sun disappeared. It was rain. | We were
stay in a friend's small apartment. My father went to the window in the
living room every day and checked the sky. Every day it was the same:
rainy and cloudy. One day, while he was look at the clouds, a little sun
began to shine through. He saw the sun as soon as, we were jumping
in the car. We drove to the Jungfrau Mountain so we could take the
tram to the top and enjoy the view. We eagerly got on the tram. Tt
began to climb to the top of the mountain. However, while the tram
was climbing, it becoming cloudy. The tram arrived at the top of the
mountain, and we got out. We were in the middle of a cloud. 1 thought
it was exciting, but my father didn’t. We drove back in silence. Our
last day we went to the airport and then were getting on the plane. Just
as the plane was taking off, the sun was beginning to shine again.

JESSiGE8 Editing your first draft and rewriting

72

Review your essay for mistakes. Use the checklist on page 73. Then
write a final draft.
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* review time adverbs and subordinating conjunctions.
= review the simple past and the past continuous.
= write a timed narrative essay.
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Editing a paragraph
Read the paragraph and edit as necessary. There are six mistakes,

Stranger on a Bus

One moming I was wait at the bus stop. | was worried about being
late for school, and I was anxiously waiting for the bus to arrive. It
was late as usual, and I began to think of what [ would tell my teacher.
There were séveral people at the bus stop, and some of them were
complaining. When the bus finally came, we all pushed our way on
board. Someone folded his umbrella and sprayed water on me. | was
felt upset, but fortunately, I got a place next to the window. 1 had a
good view of the sidewalk, People was hurrying along clutching their
umbrellas. Then a boy on a bike caught my attention. He was riding
beside the bus and wave his arms. I heard passengers behind me
shouting to the bus driver, but he refused to stop until we reached the
next bus stop. Still, the boy kept riding. He was carried something over
his shoulder and shouting. Finally, when we came to the next stop, the
boy was running up to the door. 1 heard an excited conversation. Then
the bus driver stood up and announced, “Did anyone lose a briefcase at
the last stop?” A woman at the back of the bus, shouted, “Oh my! It's
mine.” She pushed her way to the front and gratefully ook the
briefcase. She thanked the little boy with enthusiasm, Afier that,
everyone on the bus began talking about what the boy had done, and
the crowd of strangers suddenly became friendly.

. E. TIMED WRITING: 60 minutes

Write a three-paragraph narrative essay on a formative experience
&umyuurpnnﬂcfnrembeﬁnmwﬂm,mkwlhefouoﬁngm
management sirategy,

Step ! = BRAINSTORMING: 5 minutes

mmmmwmmmmampmm
paper. You may want to cluster your ideas.
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[Si592") OUTLINING: 5 minutes
Write an outline for your essay.

Introduction
Hook:

Background informatien;

Thesls statement:

Body

Topic sentence;

Descriptive details:

Conclusion

[Sip3 | WRITING: 40 minutes

Use your brainstorming notes and outline to write your essay on a
separate piece of paper. As you write, remember to include specific
details about the experience.

[SEp4Y EDITING: 10 minutes

When you have finished your essay, check it for mistakes using the
checklist on page 78.
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Put a check (/) as appropriate.
L1 1, Does the essay have three paragraphs?
[ ] 2. Does the introduction include a hook and a thesis?

| 3. Does the body paragraph contain enough background information
and specific details? Dﬂmwﬂmpunﬂmtupicséﬂtmmcfw

body paragraph?
(] 4. Does the essay include time adverbs and subordinating conjunctions?
[, Are all the verbs in the correct form?
(] 6. Does the conclusion explain what you learned from the experience?

Topics for Future Writing

1. Write a three-paragraph essay on one of the following topics.

o A special gift T gave or received

* The first time T met someone who became important 1o me
& A favorite childhood memory

= A mistake that taught me an inponant lesson

L]

A difficult decision | had to make

2. Write a three-paragraph cssay on one of the topics above, but from a
friend’s point of view. Interview a friend, classmate, or relative about
his or her views on the topic. Take notes during the interview 1o use
for your essay.

3 Use the Internet or other sources to research one of the topics or a
topic of your choice, then write a three-paragraph essay on the topic.

78 Unit 3: Narrative Essays



Unit Goals

Rhetorical focus:

* opinion organization
* facts and opinions
wunmargnmﬂnmdreﬁnnﬂm

Language focus:
. ungqumﬂtygxpmmm:mr!
* using connectors to show support and opposition




Some people like change while others prefer traditional ways of living
and doing things. In this unit, you will choose a recent invention or
discovery and write an opinion paper discussing why you think it is
beneficial or harmful to society.

_Exercise 1 Thinking about the topic
A. Discuss the picture with a partner,

* Describye the picture

* Where is the man?

o What is he doing?

o Inwhat ways do you think his life is different from the life his

parents bved as children®

B. Make notes about the changes in the way we live that have occurred
in the past century. Then discuss in small groups.

Exercise 2 Reading about the topic

This article discusses a project to bring wireless communication to
Bhutan, a country high in the mountains of Asia that has a traditional
way of life,
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Wireless: Bhutan's Hills Are Alive
with Sound of Cell Phones

The ancient way of life continues in the Himalayan Kingdom
of Bhutan. Thimpu, home to the royal family and the government,
may be the world's only capital city without traffic lights. But while
Bhutan may get by without traffic lights, it has realized it cannat
miss out on the digital revolution. Soon, thousands of cell
phones may ring across the mountain kingdom

Engineers are traveling across the country, setting up rural
telecommunications systems. This project will connect the
Bhutanese with each other and the outside world through voice
and Internet technology The mountan landscape limits the
technology that can be used, so wireless is the best solution.

Far the engineers, it is a challenglng project. Teams bnngmg
equipment will face long pony rides through the mountans. Some
villages are so far away that it can take four days to walk there
from the nearest road. There are no trains or flights, Engineers also
could get sick in the high mauntains where some villages are above
3,600 meters (12,000 feet).

For the Bhutanese, this will bring important benefits, such
as distance learning and tele-medicine. “The project is a big
change in terms of education and communication for the rural
people,” said a Bhutanese official. In the villages, pecple are
hoping they can benefit from that kind of access to technology
without making too many changes to their ancient way of life

Curnow. B "Wircless: Bhutan's hills are alive with sound of ccll jshoncs™ { Adapted)
Tiwe tnternational Hevald Tribtise: December 241, 2w
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JESiEEEE) Understanding the text
Write I’ for true or F for false for each statement.

____ 1. The Bhutanese capital is not a typical modern city.

2. The mountainous landscape of Bhutan limits the kind of technology
that can be used there.

3 Engineers will have an easy time building communications systems
im Bhutan.

4. Wireless technology will probably change the lives of rural Bhutanese
people. '

JEEEEEM] Responding to the text

Write your answers to each question in full sentences, Then discuss
your answers with a partner.

1. What technological changes have occurred in the past fifty years?

2. Which of these changes have had the biggest effect on everyday life?

3, What were the benefits and/or disadvantages of these changes?

4. What change do you especially like or dislike?
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[BSIGEES)| Freewriting

Write for ten to fificen minutes on the topic below. Express vourself as
well you can, Don't worry about mistakes.

The anticle describes how wireless technology is changing the lives of the Bhutanese
people. On a separate piece of paper, write about a specific invention that has
changed your life,

* What is the invention?

How has it changed you or the way vou do things?
Who else has been affected by this invention?
How deo you feel about these changes?

= learn about opinion organization.

* brainstorm ideas and specific vocabulary to use in
your writing.

= create an outline for your essay.
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PART 2

BESN WRITING TASK

mmmmmmam-mphwnmmm
Impnrﬂnlinvm!hnwdhcmﬂ!ﬂﬂlhﬂmktn place in your lifetime.

JEiEiiEE)) Brainstorming ideas

A.nﬂdth:nplnMpmcmedmth:chambclnw.Th!ntuﬁmmmu
fmmwmﬁeupkm.mdmkcmmmcﬂgmnr
Disagree columns, Consider your arguments: do you agree or
dhwwhhth:uplnlnn}cﬂmpumywmmwlthaputnm

1. Agres Opinion Disagree
TV is bad for children.

2 Agree Opinion Disagree

Space exploration s
impartant and should
be funded by the
government.

H.Mmmmtmmmwmmmm
hadmhnpnﬂunthupnﬂunmcluy.‘l’rimywrnpinhn about the
invention in the middle column. Write arguments that agree with
yunrophﬂonnnthcldl.w:itewmmﬂttmdhwwithwur
opinion on the right.

Opiron

A
- (of a discovery or invention)

Disagree
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Exercise2  Brainstorming vacabulary

A.

Circle the words you would like 1o use. Add two more words (o
each set.

Positive changes: foster, suppon, encounige,

Negative changes: hinder, discourage, provenn,

Relationships: influcnce, dler, react (o,

Results: procduce, result m, bring abour

- On a separate piece of paper, practice using these words in sentences.

Use your dictionary for help.

Rhetorical Focus

Opinion Organization

In an opinion essay, the wriler tries 1o convince the reader of a point of
view on a controvessial m{scmw:hms that p:opkd{mwabmu}
Introduction

* The hook introduces a controversial issue.

* The hook may be a short story or an anecdote, a question, or a surprising
statement or fact thiat makes the reader want to know more.

* The middle sentences explain why the issue is important by giving
background information, This background information explains the tssue
with detaifs about the history or the people involved, what they want, or
how it affects them.

* The thesis statemen at the end presents the writers point of view.

Body Paragraph

* The topic sentence has a controlling idea that supports the writer's main
argument in the thesis.

* The following sentences support the topic sentence with reasons, facts,
and explanations to help the reader understand the writer's paint of view.

* The body paragraph often includes a statement that describes the
oppaosing opinion. This is called the counter-argument. The writer ther
argues against the counter-argument. This is called a refutation_ In the
refutation, the writer points out weaknesses in the counter-argument, and
shows how his own argument is stronger, J

Conclusion

* This restates the writer's opinion, but often using different, more persuasive

language.
= It may also offer a warning, a prediction, or other type of comment that
reinforces the writer’s viewpoint,

Fan 2
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[BieKised) Reading a student essay
Read the essay. Does the writer support space exploration?

What Can Space Exploration Do for Me?

Whether we realize it or not, space exploration has changed our
lives in dramatic ways, People have walked on the moon, and robots
have traveled to Mars. These exciting events have created history, but
they are also important because they have provided many practical
benefits for humans here on earth.

The importance of space programs can be seen in the technology we
use every day. Satellite technology allows people to watch TV shows
and listen to radio programs from everywhere on earth. Also, many of
the advances in computer technology were first invented to support
space exploration, For example, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) has contributed to the creation of software that
people use every day in manufacturing and design. Robotic technology
is another famous example. Engineers designed robots to work on the
International Space Station, but now robots are being developed to do
jobs here on Earth. Even with all these advances, some people say that
space exploration is an expensive luxury that takes money away from
important programs such as health care and education. However, if
they considered how space technology has improved life on Earth, they
would see that space exploration is actually important to civilization.

Space exploration creates a need for technological advances. Later,
these advances are used in other ways that help people. Wonderful
new inventions such as satellites and computers are just a beginning.

In the future, space exploration will provide useful and amazing new
inventions that we cannot even imagine in the present.
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[ESESEM) Examining the student essay
A. Respond to the essay by answering the questions below in full

4

M B

00

- Do all the supporting sentences relate 1o the topic sentence?

. Write the counter-argument in your own words.

sentences,

- Would the writer agree with someone who said the space program cdoes not

help ordinary people? Why or why no?

Whar are some of the benefits that space exploration has produced?

Why do so many technological advances come from space exploration and
not other industres?

According to the writer, what is the opinion of people who do not suppon
space exploration?

Examine the organization of the essay by answering the questions
below. Then compare your answers with a partner,

What strategy does the writer use o hook the reader's attention?

A 4 surprising statemeent

b. a story

C. @ guestion

» Gircle the background information that the writer provides.

Which of the following best summarizes the author’s thesis statement?

i Spuce exploration creates history,

b. Space exploration has improved daily life on eanth.

¢. Scientists discover many things by accident.

d. The technology needed for space exploration can be used in other wiays,
Underline the topic sentence of the body paragraph.

Underline examples that suppon the opic sentence.

Do the examples include facts and explanations?

Writing an outline

Review your brainstorming ideas and your freewriting exercise. Then
use the chart on page 88 to write an outline for your essay. Remember
to write your outline in note form,

Part 2
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Introduction
Hook:

Background information:

Thesis statement:

Body Paragraph

Topic sentence:

Examples/reasons:

Counter-argument:

Refutation:

Conclusion
Summary and comment:

= |earn to use facts and opinions to support your
argument.

= learn about counter-arguments and refutation,
= write a first draft of your opinion essay.
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@icsel] Reading a student essay

Read the essay. What is the best medicine?

The Best Medicine

Last week, | noticed that my son had a bad cold. | took him 1o the
pediatrician, and she told me he had an infection. Then she gave me
a prescription for antibiotics. After two days, my son was happy and
healthy thanks to this important medicine. Every day doctors prescribe
antibiotics to help thousands of patients around the world fight
infections. | do not like to think about what might happen if we did not
have antibiotics.

Antibiotics are one of the greatest medical inventions in human
history for several reasons. First, infections are frequent, Almost
everyone has experienced an ear infection or a sinus infection, These
common illnesses cause pain and discomfort to millions of people
around the world every year. In addition, infections can be life-
threatening. For example, sepsis, a dangerous infection of the blood,
15 responsible for one out of every one hundred hospitalizations. The
victims are usually very young, old, or weak. Another reason why
antibiotics are important is that they stop an infection from spreading
to others. Infectious diseases can quickly travel from person to person
if they are not treated right away. Antibiotics are the most effective
way to control the spread of these serious illnesses. Recently, many
people have argued that doctors prescribe antibiotics too often and
that the bacteria that cause infections are becoming stronger as a
result. This may be true: however, this evidence does not mean that
antibiotics are not important. It simply shows that we must learn to use
them wisely,
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Infections can attack anyone at any time. They can also attack
entire populations. While many infections create minor discomfort and
suffering, some are qguite dangerous. Antibiotics are the most effective
way to treat infections, Without antibiotics, many more people would
get seriously ill, and others would die.

Analyzing the student essay

Respond to the essay by answering the questions below.

1.

ol ot I

o,

Underline the hook. Which of the following strategies is used? Circle one.
a. a story C. 4 surprising statement
b, afac d. a question

Circle the sentence that gives background information.

Circle the thesis statement. Does it tell you the writer's position?
Underline the topic sentence of the body paragraph.

How muny maln reasons does the writer give in the body
paragraph?

Dows the writer introduce a counter-argument?

7. Which of the following strategies does the writer use in the conclusion?

4. mving @owarning b. muking a prediction

Rhetorical Focus
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[BXercse 3 Distinguishing facts and opinions

Write F if the statement is a fact and O if it is an opinion.

— 1. Small airplanes are used in advenising,

— 2. The modern disposuble diaper has dramatically improved
parents” lives,

— 3 Many nations are working together to build and maintin the
International Space Station,

4. Internet dating services offer an excellent way to find a husband or
a wife,

5. Online courses are casier than classroom courses,

Rhetorical Focus
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_Exercise 4 Interpreting facts to support opinions

Read each opinion and fact below. Then write a sentence interpreting
the fact to support the opinion. The first one has been done for you.

1. Opinion: The Internet takes too much time away from family life.
Fact: The average adultt in the United States spends six hours per week on
the Internet,
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2. Opinion: The government is doing an excellent job of protecting athletes
from the pressure 1o use performance-enhancing drugs,
Fact: Athletes are routinely tested for drug use.

3, Opinion: Emplovers place oo much emphasis on personal appearance.
Fact: According 1o a recent study, people with average appearance earn 3 1o
8 percent less money than those who are considered beautiful.

4. Opinion: The cell phone industry is a good place 1o invest money.
Fact: One out of every six people owns a cell phone,

5. Opinion: People spend o much money on food.
Fact: Americans eat meals outside the home an average of five times per week,

6. Opinion: People in the United States love pets.
Fact: Americans spend 5.4 million dollars each year on pets,

Rhetorical Focus
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JESrse’S] Recognizing counter-arguments and refutations

Read each statement below. Underline the counter-argument. Circle the

writer's refutation.

- Train travel may be inexpensive and relaxing; however, airplanes are a much
mare important means of rmnspoation because they are (ast and efficient.

. Most people agree that a traditional home-cooked meal is best, but they have
to admit that convenience and low cost is making fast food more populer
with students,

. While some people believe that online courses will never be as popular as
traditional classrooms; technology, cost, and convenience are increasing the
demand for online instruction.

. Some people crticize credit cards for causing debt; however, it is the
irresponsibiliny of consumers, not credit cards, that causes credit card debt,

. People often comment that lechnology makes life easier, but in reality,
technology only makes it possible for people 1o do more work in less time.

JBEiSe 6] Writing a first draft

Review your outline, Then write the first draft of a three-paragraph
essay on an invention or discovery that happened in your lifetime,
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[Exércisé 7] Peer editing a first draft
After you write your first draft, exchange it with a partner. Answer the
questions on the checklist. You may also write comments or questions

on your partner's draft. Then read your partner's comments on your
first drafi, and revise it as necessary.

T M e

* learn about using guantity expressions.
* |earn about overgeneralizations.

 learn to use connectors to show support and
opposition.
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Now that you have written a first draft, it is time to edit. Editing involves
making changes to your writing 1o improve it and correct mistakes.

nguage Focus

Using Quantity Expressions in Opinion Essays

In an opinion essay, writers often make general statements about a
group or category. It is impornant 1o avoid making a statement that is
true for some, but not for all members of & group or category. This s

called an overgeneralization. Compare the following statements.
Cats hate water.

The first statement suggests that all eats in the world hate water. It

is untrue because some cats, such as tigers, are good swimmers and
enjoy being in water. In the second statement, the writer uses the

quantity expression most. The quantity expression qualifies, or limits
the generalization, so that the statement is true.

Quantity Expressions
The following patterns guide the use of quantity expressions:
» Most, a lor of, and some are used with both plural count nouns and

noncount NOuUns.

Most dormitories have Internet access.
Some cafeterias offer healthy alternatives to traditional student food.

* Much and a fittle are used with noncount pouns, (Much is not
usually used in affirmative statements, Use a lof of instead.)
Some people have a lot of intelligence, but they do not have much
COMMOoN Sense.

Students might have a little money left for entertainment after paying
expenses.

* Many, several, and a few are used with plural nouns.

Many Web sites charge a fee for information.
A few uncooperative participants can destroy a meeting.
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JEgfcise Identifying correct quantity expressions

Circle the correct quantity expression in each sentences.

1. (Many / A lot of) creativity is necessary for certain rypes of technology jobs

2. There are (a few / a litde) places where the sea level is rising.

3. (A little / Several) bills in Congress have tried to protect Internet users from
fraud.

4. In the history of the Internet, only (a litle / a few) computer viruses have

created serious damage.

{(Many / A lot of) time is spent doing research on cures for cancer.

. Did you know that (a litde /a few) sleep-deprivation can harm a person's
judgment?

[Ekercise 2] Avoiding overgeneralizations
Using quantity expressions, rewrite the sentences below so that they

= |

become more appropriate generalizations.
Overgeneralization Appropriate Generalization
1.| Everybody has a TV. Most people have a TV.
2.| People do not like change. Many people do not like change.

3.| Computers have the latest software.

4.| Schools are now wireless.

5.| Med:cations have side effecis.

B.| New Yorkers love their city,

7.| Asian countnes have hot and humid
climates.

8.| Pollution affects everything.

96 Unit 4: Opinion Fssays



Language Focus

Using Connectors to Show Support and Opposition

When we explain an opinion, we can use connectors to clarify the
relationship between ideas. Connediors can be used 10 signal that the
second idea will support the first in some way. They can also be used
to contrast the first idea with an oppaosite or very different idea. When
they introcluce an independent clause, the connector is followed by a
COMmumat,

Connectors That Show Support

= One way o support an idea is to give an example that illustrates
the idea. Connectors like for axample and i particular introduce
examples,
Wost people are willing 1o spend money 1o make ther lives easier, for
example, nearly every new house has an automatic garage door opener

Children should avoid junk food; in particular, they should stay away from
sugary snacks.

= A second way 1o show support is to add facts or explanations that
clarify the idea
The automobile ndustry ks responding to consumer demands for more

fuel-efficient cars, in fact, the number of available models has tripled in
the past three years.

Connectors That Show Opposition

It is sovnetimes difficult for the writer to show that two tdeas are
opposed 1o each other. Connectors like howeper, tn confrasi, on the
otber band help the writer focus the reader's artention on differences.
I'm late every morning, howewver, | never get into trouble

hany people emoy listening 10 CDs; in contrast, live concerts are mare
exciting

9



JBEfESed] Understanding connectors

Each of the sentences below has two clauses joined by a connector.,
Write O for opposition if the clauses show opposing information and
§ for support if they show supporting information, such as an example
or a similar idea.

@ 1. The Western calendar is used around the world; however, many
countries have a traditional calendar that they also use.

— 2, Most people say they want to exercise; however, only one in ten adulis
works out three times a week or more.

— 3, Frank Lloyd Wright was an architect who liked straight lines; in
contrast, Antonio Gaudi preferred bends and curves in his designs.

4. Surgeons try hard to protect their hands; for example, they avoid
sports such as baseball that might cause an injury to their fingers.

5. The place where 1 grew up only has two seasons; however, my new
home, New York, has four.

__ 6. Women often buy a house before getting married; in fact, single
women purchase approximately one in five homes.

[EkefciseMll Editing a paragraph
Read the paragraph and edit as necessary. There are four mistakes.

Most working people will agree that traffic congestion creates
too much stress. As large cities grow even bigger, there is often so
many traffic that people’s productivity is reduced, There are two good
solutions. that could greatly improve traffic conditions in this city. First,
high occupancy vehicle lanes (HOV lanes) are effective. A vehicle
can drive in an HOV lane only if the car has at least two passengers,
Much workers must begin at work at 9:00 every day, so it is easy for
them to carpool. If four people ride together, there are three fewer
cars on the road. Providing affordable public transportation is another
good solution. Much people like to use public transportation because
it is cheap and convenient. However, building an effective public
transportation system costs much money.
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LEREEEEN Editing your first draft and rewriting

Review your essay for mistakes, Use the checklist below. Then write a
final draft.

Put a check () as appropriate. 'FoinigD Dime 25361 piryiim
1 1. Did you use expressions of quantity? —~+ ~ + e oy
(] 2. Did you use connectors to show oppesition?

] 3. id you use connectors to show support?

= review the elements of opinion writing.
* write a timed opinion essay,
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PART 5

In this part of the unit, you will complete five exercises to improve your
accuracy, write a timed essay to improve your fluency, and then explore
topics for future writing.

Identifying facts and opinions

Write F if the statement is a fact. Write O if it is an opinion.

The Galipagos tortoise is the largest living tortoise.

Animals suffer when they are taken from the wild and put into zoos.
Scientists have evidence that birds are capable of complex thought.
Binds make great pets because they are friendly and intelligent,

The saguaro cactus is the most well-known of all desert plants.

Bats feed on the fruit of the saguaro cactus, which only blooms
at night.

5 M e W e

[Berised| Recognizing counter-arguments and refutations

Read the statements below. Underline the counter-argument. Circle the
writer's refutation.

Even though many people say they enjoy visiting bookstores,
online shapping for books is becoming increasingly popular.

. Not very many people actually ride in helicopters, so they might not think

about them as important for our society: however, helicopters are necessary
for many areas of city life, including news agencies, law enforcement, and
emergency medicine.

The hydrogen-powered car is laughed at by many people because they think
it is not possible to use water as fuel. but hydrogen-powered vehicles may
help us solve serious environmental and political problems.

. Day-care centers offer benefits to the children, their parents, and society

even though there will always be people who disagree with them.

Many people consider a new type of rice as no big deal; however, the
development of rice plants that are strong and resistant to disease can help
prevent starvation in many countries,

Some people say that taveling to other countries is a waste of money, but
international travel is worth the cost because it is fun and educational.
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IEEREEEN understanding connectors

Each of the sentences below has two clauses joined by a connector.
Write O for opposition if the clauses show opposing information or

§ for support if they show supporting information, such as an example
or a similar idea.

— 1. Kayaking can be a cold and wet sport; however, many people find it
exciting and pleasurable.

— 2. A mallis a pleasant place to spend a Saturday afiernoon; in fact, many
people enjoy spending time at malls even if they are not shopping,

— 3. There are many inappropriate Web sites directed at teenage audiences;
in contrast, Homestar Runner is an entedaining site that parents
approve of.

— 4. Itis true that some people become addicted to exercise; for example,
T have a friend who feels anxious if she cannot work our ar the gym
every day,

— 5. Auseful future invention would be one that replaces traditional keys
and locks with something that recognizes fingerprints; in fact, most
people would love this invention because they would not have 10
worry about losing or forgetting their keys.

— 6, Almost all parents want their children to get university degrees
because they worry about their cancers; however, there are many other
ways that young people can become successful.

BEEEEEEN 1dentifying correct quantity expressions
Circle the correct quantity expression in the sentences below.
1. (Many / A lot) of equipment is needed for rock climbing.

2. There will always be (a few / a little) people that prefer 1o read a traditional
printed book.

3. (Some / A little) instructions are so badly written that it is impossible to
use them,

4. (A lile / Many) allergies can be treated with over-the-counter drugs.
5. (Most / Many) job training involves actually doing o task.
6. Gyms usually have (a few / a linle) space set aside for stretching,
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UBkéiise 5 Editing a paragraph

Read the paragraph. Correct the mistakes with connectors. There are
five mistakes.

Immigrants today have an easier life than immigrants of the past
because communication and travel make it easier for us (o stay
connected to our couniries. Homesickness and culture shock are big
problems; in contrast, many people get very depressed if they cannot
speak their language or communicate with their parents. In the past,
people had letters and the telephone, but letters ook a long time and
the telephone was very expensive, so people had a long time to wait
for communication. For example, e-mail allows today's immigrants
to communicate as often as they want for free. E-mail has other
advantages too; for example, | send photographs by e-mail, and my
friend has a special video camera that she uses when she talks to her
family. She can see them and they can see her. Another advantage for
immigrants today is travel. People sometimes visited their country
in the past, but it was a long and expensive trip; in fact, traveling
overseas is easier nowadays because there are many flights and the
tickets are not too expensive. I know many people wha live in the
United States, but they go back to their countries for special occasions;
however, my friend went back two times last year for two different
wedding celebrations. For an immigrani, going back home for a visit
is the best cure for homesickness: in contrast, it sometimes helps them
feel better about living in the new country. Although many people say
that an immigrant’s life is never easy, I am very glad that 1 live in these

days and not fifty years ago.

I U TIMED WRITING: 60 minutes

Write a three-paragraph opinion essay on the topic below. Before you
begin to write, review the following time management strategy.

s Would you consider marrying someone from another culture?
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SEFTY BRAINSTORMING: 5 minutes

Write down ideas and vocabulary for your essay on a separate piece of
paper. You may want to use a chart similar to that on page 84.

[SE20 OUTLINING: 5 minutes
Write an outline for your essay.

Introduction
Hook:

Background information:

Thesis statement:

Body Paragraph

Tl.'.!p‘it sentence:

Example reasons:

Counter-argument.

Refutation;

Conclusion

IS WRITING: 40 minutes

Use your brainstorming notes and outline to write your first draft on a
separate piece of paper.,

[SER4Y EDITING: 10 minutes

When you have finished your first draft, check it for mistakes using the
checklist on page 104.
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1. Write a three-paragraph opinion essay on one of the following topics.

» A school policy that you agree with or disagree with

* The best solution o overcoming traffic problems in your city
s The biggest mistake that a college student can make

* The ideal husband or wife

2, Write a three-paragraph opinion essay on one of topics above,
but from a friend's point of view. Interview a friend, classmate, or
relative about his or her views on the topic. Take notes during the
interview to usc for your essay.

3. Use the Internet or other sources to research one of the following
topics or a topic of your own choice. Then write a three-paragraph
opinion essay.

* Hydrogen-powered vehicles
* Testing in schoals
¢ Children and TV

Unit 4: Opinion Essays
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